
Financial Planning Topics

Financial Management

Credit Rating

How do I prevent Identity Theft?

How do I find out what my credit score
is and how can I improve it?

How can I see my credit reports for free?

Subtopic

How to Dispute a Credit Card Charge

How to Protect Against Debit Card Fraud

Debt management

Should I take a loan from my 401K plan?

How can I pay off my debt in a
reasonable way

How do I pay off my credit cards?

Should I pay cash for my house or get a mortgage

Should I buy or lease a car?

Should I get a fixed rate or variable rate
mortgage? Should I get an interest only
loan?

How can I get my debt under control?

Foreclosure--smart thing to do?

How to Repay Your Student Loans

Spending

How can I talk with my spouse/partner
about their spending habits, or other
areas we disagree upon

How do I set up a reasonable spending plan?

How do most people spend their money?

Family

How can I have a conversation
with my parents about their
financial situation?

Kids

How can I teach my children about
money and financial issues

Should I pay for college or let my kids pay

How to I pick the best 529 Plan for my
educational savings?

I want to get my older teenagers
involved in handling their finances.
Where do I start?

Marital Issues

How can I manage the finances of a
blended family?

What should I know about my finance
before we get married?

How can I handle finances during a
divorce and know I am getting a fair
deal?

How to Avoid Common Mistakes Young Families Make

Understand the Tax Consequences of Marriage

How to Buy a Car—Without Being
Taken for a Ride

Investing

What’s the difference between
an actively managed and a
passive fund?
How do I select an investment or mutual fund?

Annuities

What are annuities?

How do variable annuities compare to mutual funds?

What are the pros and cons of annuities?

What is diversification and why
is it important?
What is the benefit of time
diversification?
What's the danger of using a
market timing strategy?
How do I calculate my return?

Estate Planning

How can I leave money to my
children? What if I want to leave
different amounts to each one?

How do I go about creating an estate plan?

Insurance

Should I have an FSA or MSA for
my health insurance?

Do I need long term care
insurance and if so how much?
How much should I insure my
home and contents for?

How much life insurance should I
have and what is the best way to
buy it?

What kinds of life insurance are available?
What do I need to consider when
purchasing life insurance?

Work

Can you get unemployment even
if you weren't fired?

How to Get the Raise You Want
How to Rehabilitate a Dying Career

Taxes

What can I do to save income taxes?
What’s the best way to make
charitable contributions?

What to Take to Your Tax Preparer
Penalty-Proof Your Tax Return

How to Make a Case for a
Property Tax Cut

How Long to Keep Tax Records

Retirement

Should I convert my IRA into a ROTH IRA
When should I apply for Social
Security? When should my
spouse apply?

I'm a retiree living off of my
savings. What's a safe
withdrawal rate?

Getting Help
Where can I find a good financial planner?
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